
Sample bequest language

Thank you for considering California State University, San Bernardino in your estate plans. With a simple 
bequest, you can create a legacy and help to transform tomorrow at CSUSB.

In order to create a bequest, you should first speak with your attorney. Your attorney can help you include a bequest to CSUSB in 
your estate plan. We have provided some sample bequest language as a reference to assist you and your attorney:

Specific Bequest

If you are considering making an outright gift to CSUSB, we recommend the following language:

Bequest of a Specific Dollar Amount

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath the sum of $ ____________________ to the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, a non-profit 
organization located at 5500 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407, Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, for Cal State 		
San Bernardino’s general use and purpose.”

Bequest of Specific Personal Property

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath [Description of Property] to the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, a non-profit organization 
located at 5500 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407, Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, for Cal State San Bernardino’s general 
use and purpose.”

Bequest of Specific Real Estate

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath all of the right, title, and interest in and to the real estate located at [Address or Description 
of Property] to the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, a non-profit organization located at 5500 University Parkway, 		
San Bernardino, CA 92407, Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, for Cal State San Bernardino’s general use and purpose.”

Bequest of Percentage of an Estate

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath _______________ % of my total estate, determined as of the date of my death, to the 
CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, a non-profit organization located at 5500 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407, 	
Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, for Cal State San Bernardino’s general use and purpose.”

Residual Bequest

“I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, a non-profit organization located at 		
5500 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407, Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, [All or a Percentage] of the rest, residue, 		
and remainder of my estate to be used for Cal State San Bernardino’s general use and purpose.”
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Contingent Bequest

“If [Primary Beneficiary] does not survive me, then I hereby give, devise, and bequeath to the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, 	
a non-profit organization located at 5500 University Parkway, San Bernardino, CA 92407, Federal Tax ID: 45-2255077, 		
[Description of Property] to be used for Cal State San Bernardino’s general use and purpose.”

Restricted Bequests

If you are considering a bequest but would like to ensure that your bequest will be used for a specific purpose, please let us 
know. We would be happy to work with you and your attorney to help you identify ways to give and meet your charitable 		
objectives. We will also work with you and your attorney to craft language to accomplish your goals.

If you are making a restricted bequest, we recommend that your attorney include the following provision to give CSUSB 		
flexibility should it no longer be possible for CSUSB to use your gift as you originally intended:

“If, in the judgment of the Board of Directors of the CSUSB Philanthropic Foundation, it shall become impossible for Cal State 
San Bernardino to use this bequest to accomplish the specific purposes of this bequest, Cal State San Bernardino may use the 
income and principal of this gift for such purpose or purposes as the Board determines is most closely related to the restricted 
purpose of my bequest.”

Endowments at CSUSB

Philanthropic gifts for endowments are critical to ensure a permanent source of support for CSUSB’s extraordinary students who 
are pursuing their educational dreams and striving to achieve their goals for a better future.

Endowments create an enduring legacy for our donors while transforming the lives and futures of many bright, promising 
students, and the exceptional faculty who teach and mentor them. An investment in CSUSB is an investment in the present and 
the future. From academics to athletics, faculty support to service learning, program enhancements to student life, endowments 
provide a consistent source of support that we rely on to enhance the CSUSB experience.

An endowment is a special fund that is invested and meant to live on into perpetuity. Only the investment income of an 
endowment is used for the gift purpose, while the principal remains untouched.  Current-use gifts are not invested and are used 
until they run out, but endowments are meant to grow and provide more support over time. 

If you would like your bequest to be an endowment, we recommend your attorney include the following provision in addition 
to the provisions above: 

“If at the time of the distribution, the bequest meets the minimum for an endowed fund for this purpose, it is my/our preference 
that the fund be established as an endowed fund.”

For more information about including a bequest for CSUSB in your will, please contact the Office of Planned Giving by email at 
planmylegacy@csusb.edu or by phone at (855) 204-0049.
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